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It’s funny sometimes how life comes 
full circle.
I BECAME THE CAPTAIN OF MY FIRST BOAT WHEN I WAS EIGHT 
YEARS OLD.  It wasn’t much of a boat; an eight-foot plywood dinghy, 
constructed lovingly by my father in the garage.  Painted bright yel-
low (so my Mom could see me) I spent every day of every summer 
from the age of eight to fourteen in that boat exploring the inland 
waters off Vancouver Island, British Columbia.

The first two years, my yacht was powered 
by the world renowned manufacturer “Arm 
Strong Inc.” Two oars, a life jacket, a bailing can 
and the world was my oyster.  

Fishing was the reason I set out each morn-
ing, but on reflection I realize that discovering 
new waters was very much at the heart of 
how I spent the day.  

Then as happens with most mariners, the urge 
to go farther and faster seemed really import-
ant. Obviously  fishing would be better in those 
vast waters that lay beyond my ability to row.  

So at the age of ten, my father and I found a 
used five-horsepower Johnson outboard that 
was soon to become my prized possession. 
Mounted on the back of my dinghy I skimmed 
over the water at what felt like a hundred 
miles per hour. Freedom had been achieved. 
“Make sure you’re home for dinner,” was the 
extent of parental supervision. (This was fifty 
years ago, we did that stuff then.)

As all boaters know, upgrading to a five-horse 
was only the beginning. Next was the six-
teen-foot family boat with a 50 hp Merc. When 
I married and moved out, a series of other wa-
tercraft came and went through the garage. 
The longest survivor in the fishing arsenal be-
ing a beautiful Boston Whaler that for me was 
the ultimate fishing machine. 

Talking to other boaters, my progression and 
evolution seemed to fit into the natural or-
der of things. Start small and over time add 
length and speed until you possess the boat 
of your dreams.

The yearning for something bigger and faster 
lasted until I turned fifty. Then oddly, over the 
last decade, the desire for size and speed re-
versed itself. I sold my Boston Whaler and didn’t 
miss it for a minute. Bought a float tube and 
thought I’d found freedom and joy once again. 

Gone were the electronics, the engine(s), the 
cleaning, and the myriad items that made boat 
ownership seem more like a chore than fun. 

I’m not much of a float tube guy any more (am 
I the only one that needs to pee as soon as I 
get in the water?) but now tucked away in the 
storage shed is a pontoon boat, a Watermas-
ter, a kayak, and an SUP. I never thought about 
it before, but the simplicity of how I fish today 
seems vaguely reminiscent of how I angled 
when I was eight. Once again my watercraft 
are all powered by the rhythmic stoke of my 
arms, with one exception.

On my 60th birthday I joined my usual fish-
ing gang on their annual lake trip, which I’d 
skipped the year prior, being more of a flowing 
-water fisherman. Arriving at the campground 
I was greeted by my friends, who invited me 
to walk out onto the dock as they had “some-
thing to show me.”

There tied to the dock was the perfect still-
water lake boat, a beautiful eight-foot long 
Spratley powered by an electric motor, all 
gracefully encased in a large red ribbon and 
bow. And stenciled on the side was the most 
prophetic of names… The Rod Holder.

Walking past the boat I made the comment 
that “someone’s going to be ecstatic.”  

That’s when they all began singing Happy 
Birthday.

I started with an eight-footer and once again 
find myself at home sitting by myself, captain 
of all that I will ever need. 

Full circle, indeed.

Rod Hamilton
Rod Hamilton
President
DIYFishing

Happy Tails

mailto:rhamilton@diyfishing.com
http://www.DIYFishing.com
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Skeena Forever, For Now

Nautilus Reels Micro-Film Contest

COURSING THROUGH NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA’S STEELHEAD 
paradise, the Skeena River is one of the planet’s key remaining salmon 
and steelhead strongholds. And it’ll stay that way, for now, following the 
brilliant news that Malaysian state-controlled energy giant Petronas has 
curbed plans for its $11.4-billion liquid natural gas processing plant on Lelu 
Island, near Prince Rupert. The terminal would have shipped 19 million tons 
of LNG annually, while simultaneously trammeling the eelgrass bed known 
as Flora Bank, a crucial stopover for salmonids from all over the Skeena. 
The project received federal approval last September, despite scientific 
research, environmental reviews, and legal challenges against it. Petronas 
representatives said depressed prices and shifts in the energy industry 
forced the company to vacate the premises. Read more.

BONEFISH & TARPON TRUST HAS PARTNERED WITH NAUTILUS REELS 
to host a new Micro-Film Contest, open to professional and amateur 
filmmakers. “We encourage anglers of all ages and experience levels to 
submit their best micro-films telling stories from the world of fishing 
and conservation.” Top videos, selected by BTT and Nautilus staff, will be 
played and voted on during the Nautilus Reels Art + Micro-Film Festival 
on Friday, November 10 at BTT’s 6th International Science Symposium in 
Weston, Florida. Each winner will receive a Nautilus reel along with other 
prizes. Click here for more details.

Assorted Hooks | In the current

Best of Show—SAGE Salt HD
THE ANNUAL International Fly Tackle Dealer show hosts the best brands in the business, who come to showcase the latest, greatest prod-
ucts you’ll soon find on fly-shop shelves. This year’s roll-out didn’t disappoint—especially in the new rod category, where Sage’s Salt HD ($950) 
ran away with Best of Show honors amid a stacked lineup of contenders. We had the pleasure of “test driving” rod designer Jerry Siem’s latest 
Salt-series stick and, in short, it’s a capable weapon you’ll want to seriously consider for your next flats-fishing mission. Light, well balanced, and 
intuitively accurate, Siem says that each rod was designed to “allow for quick shots and even quicker second shots, while having the pulling pow-
er and ability to perform delicate presentations when needed.” From bones to billfish, HDs will be available in 6-16 weights. Sageflyfish.com

https://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/2017/07/25/skeena-lng-dead-for-now/
https://www.bonefishtarpontrust.org/blog/2017-07-05-announcing-nautilus-reels-micro-film-contest
https://www.affta.org/iftd-show/
https://pitchengine.com/sage/2017/06/30/tackle-any-saltwater-species-with-the-new-sag/002519035945913312717
http://www.sageflyfish.com/
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J
UST BEFORE CHRISTMAS 2016 OLIVER 
WHITE AND MYSELF WENT CHASING 
MUSKY with legendary angler and fly 
tier Blane Chocklett. His “Game Chang-
er” flies have, quite literally, changed the 

game, contributing to many successes across a 
spectrum of elusive game species.

While out on the water, Oliver and I spoke about 
bucket-list trips and we soon realized that roost-
erfishing from the beach was an adventure that 
neither of us had experienced. It was pretty fun-
ny, seeing that this is probably one of the easier 
trips to do compared to many of the other re-
mote areas we’ve been fortunate enough to fish. 

It was like a spark went off when suddenly we 
came up with the brilliant plan of inviting Blane 
along. We felt like his articulated Game Changer 
might just be the answer for these fish and,  in ad-
dition to his fly-tying skills, Blane’s a great angler 
and an all-round good dude. Professional pho-
tographer, and Baja regular, Matt Jones would 
join us, too. The fifth amigo would be my brother 
from another mother (and fishy mofo) Jako Lu-
cas—better known these days as Capt Jack. 

Jako is one of the better filmmakers/guides in 
the industry. We’ve been friends for years, even 
guiding in the Seychelles together for a couple of 
seasons. But somehow we’d never actually fished 
together. So it was an obvious decision to get him 
on board. The final member of the team was my 
beautiful girlfriend/lucky charm, Lindi Blaauw. 
Apart from the roosterfish being the main target 
for the trip, it was the pristine white-sand beaches, 
margaritas, and ATVs that caught her attention.

We were all excited for Baja for various reasons, but 
mostly because none of us, except for Matt, had 
caught a roosterfish from the beach. All the stories 
we’d heard about roosters made it clear that they 
aren’t easy to fool. Talk about a picky fish.

The second to last day of the trip, we were at 
our usual fishing area when the action slowed 
down. I was running low on gas in the ATV and 
decided to make the 15-minute run back to the 
villa and gas station. Lindi was with me and, after 
filling up, I decided to show her a beach that she 
hadn’t yet seen. After a short drive we reached 
the turquoise blue water and started cruising 
north. That’s when we spotted the shape of a 

LOGISTICS
There are daily flights into San Jose del Cabo. On arrival, we 
collected our bags. Luckily everything made it over, includ-
ing more YETI gear than any person should ever need. 

Los Barriles is about an hour’s drive from the airport. I have 
to admit I was excited to explore the Mexican cuisine a 
little more. As a South African we aren’t too familiar with 
street tacos, but wow are they good! 

When I plan a fishing mission, accommodations are the 
last thing I think about. This trip was slightly different. We 
rented a 6-bedroom villa on the beach, and the best thing 
about it all was the affordability.

The author—in bendo mode. 

http://www.DIYFishing.com
http://www.blanechocklettfishing.com/about/
http://cptjackfilms.com/wp/
http://yeti.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI38eWmISl1QIVQp7ACh0XbwtkEAAYASAAEgKHavD_BwE
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really good fish cruising down the shoreline. 
I managed to get myself in position to make 
the shot. Leading the fish by about 30 feet, I 
started a long and slow retrieve and waited 
for him to pick up the fly. 

The rooster liked what he saw and started 
charging—this time unlike any fish I’d casted 
at before. He engulfed the fly and I set as hard 
as I could, but the hook missed its mark. Mak-
ing another strip, now with only about 3 feet 
of shoreline left, the “combing” rooster leapt 
into the shallows and crushed the fly. This 
time I stuck him good.

There was a lot of screaming, from both Lindi 
and myself. Long story short, I got the fish into 
the shallows after about a 30-minute tug-of-
war… but unfortunately never got the grip-
and-grin picture I wanted, as the hook came 
unbuttoned while attempting to tail the fish. 
Estimated at around 45 to 50 pounds, I was su-
per stoked with my first Grande.

Meeting the rest of the crew later that night, 
I was excited to share the story. We had one 
more day left of running the beaches, try-
ing to convince these roosters to eat the 
fly. Blane had an earlier departure date and 

wasn’t going to join us for the last day. (Un-
fortunately for Blane, the roosterfish box is 
still unticked, but we’ll be back in the near 
future to try and fix that.)

Same schedule as our previous mornings, we 
waited for the sun to get high enough for us to 
spot cruisers. This day felt different, though—
fewer people on the beach and almost wind-
less conditions, making it brutally hot.

Around 11 a.m., we saw our first rooster 
but I didn’t get a great shot. Later, Jako was 
camped out on a sand-spit, about 100 yards 
from where Matt and I were standing when 
we saw the shape of a massive rooster 100 
feet off the beach. I managed to get way 
ahead of it and attempted a long-range cast. 
No dice. With my third cast I led the fish, again 
by about 30 feet. This time the fly was in its 
line of sight and it hammered the fly harder 
than any other fish we got during the week. 
No follow, no hesitation, he just destroyed it. I 
couldn’t believe what I’d just attached myself 
to. Possibly the fish of my life.

Jako made his was over to help tame the 
beast. It was a nerve-wracking fight, with 
sweat pouring into my eyes. After a good half 

an hour, we had the fish on the drop and now 
it was Jako’s turn to shine. Having him there 
was confidence inspiring, knowing how many 
monster GTs he’s tailed in his career. Let’s just 
say it wasn’t easy to get the fish in range for 
Jako to make the grab. Eventually I collapsed 
to my knees as Jako tailed the beast. We were 
all shocked seeing this fish close up. Not pos-
sibly… but definitely the fish of a lifetime.

Apart from landing that special fish on the last 
day, this was one hell of an experience on all 
levels. Nothing beats spending time with like-
minded fishermen and buddies. We had more 
Mexican food than any person should con-
sume, and the beers were always cold. It’s a 
DIY trip I’d highly recommend to anyone who 
appreciates working hard to catch a fish. 

I also must thank Baja guide Lance Peterson 
for the advice he shared with me that contrib-
uted to landing two Grandes on the fly. He’s a 
legend in the roosterfish game and knows this 
fishery better than most. Final tally for the week 
was six roosterfish to hand. Jako also beached 
a beauty on the final day. I’m already excited to 
head back next year—even though my rooster-
fish box has now been officially ticked. 

Jako Lucas needs a brush for that comb. 

http://lancepetersonfishing.com/about.html
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F
OR ROUGHLY FORTY-FIVE MILES FROM NIMROD, MONTANA, 
to its confluence with the North Fork, near Coram, the Middle 
Fork Flathead River straddles the border between Montana’s 
million-acre Glacier National Park (GNP) and the two-and-a-
half-million-acre Flathead National Forest. The national forest 

and park combined have about two million acres of designated wilder-
ness, and the river flows right through the heart of it alongside US-2.

Even by Montana standards, the Middle Fork is a stunningly beautiful 
river. And though it doesn’t boast the trophy fishing for non-native 
rainbow and brown trout that some other famous Montana rivers 
have—tailwaters such as the Bighorn and Missouri—this glacial tinged 
freestone has some of the finest fishing for native westslope cutthroat 
to be found anywhere in the country.

For the DIY angler, US-2 and a railroad track that parallels much of the river 
provide plenty of access. Above the village of West Glacier, the river cuts 
through a deep gorge. Upstream of that, however, beginning around the 
crossing of Moccasin Creek, the Middle Fork runs through a wider valley, 
and except for a few miles the road follows the south bank on the national 
forest side. There are numerous forest service accesses (with parking). 

You can walk the shoreline in places and, during post-runoff flows, it’s 
possible to wade out to islands in the Nyack area where the river is 
mostly braided. This past June, I could almost wade across the entire riv-

er in at least one place. Though I fished streamers where the water was 
deep and turbulent—and hooked a couple fish, including a sweet bull 
trout—almost all of my fishing was with a pair of dry flies: big (size #8-10) 
high-floating golden stoneflies as the upper fly, with a smaller (#14) royal 
Wulff as the dropper. The fish liked both. There were some hard eats in 
fast water, but in softer seams I watched as big fish came all the way up 
from the bottom in that classic, slow-mo cutty take.

As the water levels were initially falling, I targeted the soft water on 
the insides of sweeping bends, and also the shelves where that water 
dropped into the deeper channels. But the creek mouths and slower 
braids produced the most consistent action. At the very end of June, 
I landed bigger fish in the eddies and pockets behind trees and other 
in-stream structure, while continuing to have success up the small side 
channels and tributary creeks.

Most of the fish I caught had the slash on the throat, and  patterning of 
dark spots mostly above the lateral line, distinctive to cutts. A few had 
some coloration of rainbow trout and spots below the lateral line, in 
addition to the slash, suggesting hybridization. I also landed a couple 
fish that looked like pure rainbows. The biggest fish were around 18 
inches. Most fit in the slot between 12 and 15.  

The boundary between the Flathead National Forest and GNP is on the 
north bank of the river, and a Montana fishing license is required. 

By Matthew Dickerson
Summertime in Glacier National Park

Stick A 
Middle Fork 

In It 

http://www.DIYFishing.com
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishing/license/
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Check other regulations as well, since there are tributary creeks on both 
sides closed to fishing in order to protect spawning fish. Though I did 
fish once from the park side all the way down by the confluence with 
McDonald Creek, I fished mostly from US-2 on the forest side. 

Stunning snow-caked peaks flank the Middle Fork. And in almost any 
direction you wander, it’s easy to find wilderness (and grizzly country). 
One thing that does impact the experience in places where the river’s 
close to the road and tracks is the frequency of freight trains. 

Mark Fuller and Blake Wilson, both Glacier Anglers Fly Shop guides, 
told me that the river had recently been placed on the American Riv-
ers most threatened list. Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad runs 
through GNP, following the Wild and Scenic Middle Fork corridor. Its 
trains, up to 18 a week, carry volatile Bakken crude en route to ports on 
the West Coast. So far there has not been an oil spill along the Middle 
Fork but, according to American Rivers, between 2000 and 2012 there 
were 37 derailments in this corridor.

Wilson says the area is vulnerable. It’s avalanche territory, and the oil 
cars are old—not built to current spill specs. One major spill could have 
irreparable damage for miles downstream. Though it’s likely too expen-
sive to ever get the tracks moved, there’s a strong lobbying effort to 
replace the old rail cars.

All that said, the experience on the Middle Fork remains an amazing one. 
Numerous non-angling float trips went past, but I saw only one other an-
gler during my stay. There are so many miles of river, especially counting 
the productive tributaries, that crowds are not an issue. Still, for those 
craving more of a backcountry experience, upstream of Nimrod the Mid-
dle Fork breaks away from the road and turns south into the Great Bear 
Wilderness, where the fishing is phenomenal… if you can get up there.

Wilson’s favorite time to take clients on the Middle Fork is September. 
“The mornings are crisp. You get good midday sun and the big fish are 
stacked up.” He says that as summer changes to fall, there are a lot of bee-
tles on the water and skating a foam beetle pattern can be deadly. 

BULL TROUT TRUTHS
MANY WATERS OF GLACIER NATIONAL PARK’S west slope, as well as 
in Flathead National Forest, are home to Montana’s famous bull trout. 
Some tribs on both sides of the Middle Fork are closed to fishing to 
protect this species of char, whose scientific name Salvelinus Confluen-
tis hints at their fondness for holding at the confluences of rivers where 
these big piscivores feast on cutts and whitefish. One of the primary 
threats to bull trout are invasive lake trout that during the past three 
to four decades have made it up the Flathead River from Flathead 
Lake and into Glacier National Park. Of the twelve lakes in the Flathead 
drainage that held native bull trout thirty years ago, lake trout have 
invaded nine. In eight of those, bull trout have subsequently been ex-
tirpated through competition and predation from lake trout. Even so, 
the park still has about one third of the natural lake-dwelling bull trout 
in the U.S. Although bull trout are endangered and are illegal to keep 
(and should not be targeted), they will show up at the end of a line 
from time to time in the Middle Fork drainage.

GUIDES & GEAR
•  Regular access to the Middle Fork of the Flathead begins along US-2, 

about ten miles upriver of West Glacier at the Moccasin Creek USFS 
boat access. Visit Glacier Anglers Fly Shop on US-2 in West Glacier, 
just outside the park, for flies, river updates, or if you’re interested in a 
guide. Glacier Guides in West Glacier also offers trips. 

•  There are numerous camping and lodging options both within Gla-
cier National Park and outside the park in West Glacier and nearby 
Coram—though for lodging within the park advance reservations are 
strongly recommended during the summer months. 

•  Small convenience stores in West Glacier and inside the park offer 
supplies, but the nearest major town is Columbia Falls, 17 miles away, 
where in addition to a couple more fly shops a stop at Montana Cof-
fee Traders will be well worth your visit.

https://glacierraftco.com/glaciers-anglers-fly-shop/
https://www.americanrivers.org/endangered-rivers/middle-fork-flathead-river-mt/
https://www.americanrivers.org/endangered-rivers/middle-fork-flathead-river-mt/
https://glacierraftco.com/glaciers-anglers-fly-shop/
https://glacierguides.com/
https://www.coffeetraders.com/
https://www.coffeetraders.com/
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America’s First National Park
By BJ Stone

Rockport Roundup
By Jeff Johnson

In Yellowstone most areas of the park are fish-
ing extremely well. The northeast corner wa-
ters are not to be overlooked, as well as the 

upper Yellowstone. The big lake-run cutthroat 
won’t be in the river much longer, as they are 
making their way back to the lake. However, 
they are looking up, and I’ve had success throw-
ing dries the past few outings.

Read the full report 

After slacking for far too long, we are finally 
back with an updated Rockport fishing 
report. Maybe it’s because we’ve been 

busy fishing that we’re so far behind? Or maybe 
it’s the heat frying our brains? Or maybe it’s that 
first cold beer in the A/C that we have each day 
off the water that kills our motivation? Whatever 
the reason, here goes: our current Rockport fish-
ing report for the summer season...

Read the full report 

trip reports | DIY field dispatches

http://www.DIYFishing.com
https://diyfishing.com/2017/07/25/cutthroat-heaven/
https://diyfishing.com/2017/07/26/rockport-fishing-report-july-19th-2017/
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The Bonefish of Acklins
By Eric English

The Other Obsession
By Duranglers staff

It’s a significant understatement to simply 
state that Fedel Johnson is an excellent and 
hardworking flats guide. More accurately, he’s 

an excellent outfitter for DIY and assisted-DIY 
trips featuring excellent accommodations at a 
great price. He provides lodging at his house for 
full-service outfitting and has separate lodgings 
for DIY anglers. My friends and I have fished with 
him three times and are booked for next year. 
He and his wife, Erika, have become our friends. 
I really don’t have to add to the excellent reports 
already on the web; he’s also soon to be featured 
in a major TV fishing show.

Read the full report 

Before getting involved in the fly-fishing 
industry through Duranglers in the Sum-
mer of 2016, I was under the impression 

that fly tying was difficult and time-consuming. 
I figured I could get more time on the water if 
I just bought my flies, whether that was from a 
fly shop or from a buddy who tied. It never oc-
curred to me that it may be beneficial to not 
only my fishing, but my bug knowledge, fly 
identification, and stress. One day as I watched 
the other guys in the shop sit in the back and 
talk materials or funky flies, I came to a simple 
conclusion: if I was going to advance as a fly fish-
er and in the industry, I needed to plop down at 
the vise and see what it was all about.

Read the full report 

https://diyfishing.com/2016/10/29/the-bonefish-of-acklins/
https://diyfishing.com/2017/07/26/the-other-obsession/
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Johnny Spillane 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado

My name is Johnny Spillane and I’m your Area Specialist for Steamboat Springs. For the 
last 15 years I was a professional skier, competing at the Olympic level. I participated in 
the 1998, 2002, 2006 and 2010 winter Olympic Games as a Nordic combined skier, and, in 
addition, fishing, hunting and the outdoors have always been a big part of my life. I retired 
from skiing last spring and when the opportunity came up to purchase a local fly shop and 
outfitting business in Steamboat Springs I pulled the trigger.

Capt. Jeff Johnson
Craig, Montana

Growing up along the banks of the Yakima River, in Central Washington, it became obvious 
that fishing was in my blood. In 1997 I moved to Bozeman, MT to attend college a little; and 
fish a lot. This is where I began to hone my skills, eventually trout bumming for entire sum-
mers on the Missouri and other area rivers. After an 8-year stint chasing steelhead up and 
down the coastal rivers of the Northwest, I have returned home to the rivers I love and First 
Cast Outfitters was born. When I’m not in Montana guiding for trout, you can find me on the 
Gulf Coast guiding for redfish, sea trout, tarpon and jacks in Rockport, TX.

John Bailey
Bozeman, Montana

As one of the oldest outfitting operations in Montana (John Bailey, Outfitter #183), we strive 
to give you the best fly-fishing experience possible. We work with a network of professional 
guides, who are some of the very best in the business. All are expert anglers, with extensive 
experience fishing the waters of southwest Montana and beyond. With so many great op-
tions to explore, it can be tough deciding where to begin. Booking a guided trip can be your 
fast track to some great fishing during your stay. Whether you choose to fish with us for a 
day or a week, you’ll be fishing some of the best trout waters on the continent.

Area Specialists provide up-to-date fishing information and Trip Reports for DIYFishing’s users and subscribers. Each month we 

highlight six of these industry and angling professionals and the territories they serve.

AreA speCiAlists | Your on-the-water experts

http://www.DIYFishing.com
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/steamboat-springs
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/bozeman
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/craig
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/steamboat-springs
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/craig
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/bozeman
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Duranglers Flies and Supplies
Four Corners, Colorado

Duranglers is the premier outfitter in the Four Corners area for all your fly-fishing 
needs. Since 1983, it has been the region’s source for guided fly-fishing trips, equip-
ment, flies, and information. We are located in beautiful Durango, Colorado within 
easy access of the some of the best and most diverse fishing in the nation. Durango 
is the most central location to fish all the great waters in the area, including the 
fabulous San Juan River. Stop by or call for up-to-the-minute information on area 
waters, custom-guided fishing trips, flies, and supplies. 

Greg Poland
Islamorada, Florida

Greg Poland left the FBI for the South Florida Flats. His office is now the Florida 
Keys and Everglades National Park. You’ll find him poling the quiet waters for roll-
ing tarpon or tailing bonefish. As a South Florida native, he’s guided many anglers 
to championship titles in some of the most prestigious flats-fishing tournaments. 
He serves on the advisory board at Hell’s Bay Boatworks and has been affiliated 
with Mercury Marine for over a decade. Whether on a mothership adventure out 
of Walker’s Cay in the Bahamas, Marlin fishing in the Caribbean, or teaching at the 
Island Fly Fishing School in the Florida Keys, Greg is at home with the beginner as 
well as the tournament angler.

Brent Gaskill
St. Petersburg, Florida

Over the years Brent Gaskill has become one of the most successful guides on the 
Bay and nearshore waters of the Gulf. Operating as a full-time captain since 1998, 
his knowledge, patience, and sense of humor make a day on the water enjoyable 
for everyone from novice to expert. Families have always been welcome and he has 
a knack for putting kids on fish. Capt. Brent is an outdoor writer and has become 
a TV and radio personality. His fishing reports, magazine stories and newspaper 
articles, along with seminars and speaking engagements, provide up-to-date infor-
mation for much of the angling community.

https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/durango
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/islamorada
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/st-petersburg
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/st-petersburg
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/islamorada
https://diyfishing.com/content/destinations/durango
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Villa Elemni
Turks and Caicos Islands 

Villa Elemni is a new contemporary beach house located on beautiful Pelican 
Beach in Whitby, North Caicos. This lovely A/C-equipped villa offers simple 
but elegant accommodations with pure lines and natural tones in-tune with 
the North Caicos native ways. The beach has sugar white sand with some nat-
ural rocks at the water’s edge. There’s easy access into the water for fabulous 
snorkeling and swimming in the warm, crystal clear ocean. The reef is less 
than a mile out and is teeming with sea life. Captain “Big D” can entertain 
fishermen. The Bottle Creek area is a great for bonefishing.

Beach House 
Andros Island, Bahamas

We are pleased to offer 2 villas, each accommodating 2 guests, steps from 
each other, both directly on the beach. Each villa has 1 king bed, full size 
kitchen, living area and bathroom, excellent for 2 couples traveling together. 
If you are seeking the ultimate angling vacation with your own private beach 
and an ocean front house directly on the beach, then look no further. Experi-
ence a fisherman’s paradise with breathtaking views of the crystal blue ocean 
filled with bonefish, tuna, grouper, dolphin and other trophy-size fish.

Villa Casona Palms
Mahahual, Mexico

Villa Casona Palms is located 30 minutes north of Mahahual on the edge of the 
Sian Ka’an biosphere reserve, offering total seclusion. You wake up to the sun-
rise in front of the villa and breakfast on the large terrace facing the Caribbean 
Sea. The villa can sleep up to 6 adults in large en-suite double bedrooms, ideal 
for accommodating private groups. A resident caretaker couple provides 24/7 
security and daily housekeeping. Cooking is available on demand. We have en-
joyed consistently high tenant reviews over the past five years.

Casa De Los Pelicanos 
Tulum, Mexico

Casa de los Pelicanos is a luxury beach-front villa located between world-re-
nowned saltwater flats fly fishing on the lagoons of Boca Paila and Punta Al-
len and, on the other side, the famous Sian Ka’an beach on the Caribbean Sea. 
Our guides can pick you up on the lagoon side, right at the villa for a day of 
flats fishing, or on the incredible white sand beach on the Caribbean side for a 
day of deep-sea fishing. The villa has three spacious, luxurious master suites, 
with a king-size bed in each.

Looking to access some of the hottest fly-fishing destinations on the planet? We have what you need, including the perfect vacation homes for your next 
adventure. Explore all our featured rentals at DIYFshing.com.  

VACAtion rentAls | Destination detonation

http://www.DIYFishing.com
https://diyfishing.com/properties/villa-elemni/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/beach-house-1/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/villa-casona-palms/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/casa-de-los-pelicanos-tulum/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/villa-elemni/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/beach-house-1/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/villa-casona-palms/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/casa-de-los-pelicanos-tulum/
http://DIYFshing.com
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Sabal Beach 
Southern Belize

No crowds, no noise, no peddlers on the beach. Just you, sun, sand and sea. 
Sabal Beach is located on a 12 mile strip of gorgeously undeveloped beach 
in the Toledo District of Belize. Sandwiched between two national parks, Port 
of Honduras Marine Reserve and Paynes Creek National Park, Sabal Beach 
eco-retreat provides the comforts of home while off-grid in a nature lover’s 
paradise. Fish, dive, snorkel, go birding, kayak, swim, take a river tour or sim-
ply sit on the beach under the palm trees and sway in your hammock. 

Cloudbreak
Eleuthera, Bahamas

Completed in 2014, Cloudbreak is a beautiful, bright and airy 2 bedroom/2 
bath air-conditioned home. It can also be divided into an upstairs/downstairs 
duplex. The downstairs is available as a beautifully appointed studio with 
full kitchen, modern appliances, inside full bath with walk-in shower, outside 
shower area, and washer and dryer. The downstairs front porch has a garden 
view and is perfect for listening to the morning song birds. The upstairs is 
available as a separate 1 bed/1bath apartment rental. The upstairs has front 
and rear porches with tongue and groove high beam ceilings.

Calabash Caye House
Turneffe Atoll, Belize

Five bedroom house on private beach with fabulous fishing and diving, sit-
ting on 12 acres at the south end of Calabash Caye. House is adjacent to the 
best bonefishing flat in the Turneffe Island atoll, with the reef a short swim 
away. The downstairs has a large open dining and living room adjacent to the 
kitchen. In addition to the 5 bedrooms upstairs, there’s a den area. Outside 
there’s a dock with a boat slip. There are 5 fishing flats within walking or kay-
aking distance of the house. Many more flats and excellent reef and offshore 
fishing is accessible by boat.

Spirit House
Cat Island, Bahamas

Spirit House is an entirely off-grid home set in a pristine tropical wilderness 3 
miles down a private road from the nearest settlement of Devils Point, Cat Is-
land, The Bahamas. The house was designed by Parisian designer Stella Vajso-
va-Jones and features 5 unique bedrooms, ample dining and living space and 
fully equipped kitchen, 300 gallon saltwater aquarium, spacious wraparound 
verandas and 3 large decks. Solar Powered with additional wind power and 
back up generator, this is the perfect retreat for those seeking ultimate relax-
ation and communion with sun, sand, and sea.

https://diyfishing.com/properties/sabal-beach/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/cloudbreak/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/5-bedroom-house-on-private-beach-with-fabulous-fishing-and-diving/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/spirit-house/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/sabal-beach/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/cloudbreak/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/5-bedroom-house-on-private-beach-with-fabulous-fishing-and-diving/
https://diyfishing.com/properties/spirit-house/
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The Wide World 
Johnny Spillane
By DIY Staff

OF

http://www.DIYFishing.com
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DIY: Take us into the mindset of an Olympic athlete, what does it take to 
compete at that level?

Johnny Spillane: There’s definitely a certain mentality to it, especially when you get 
to the Olympics and World Championships. I never really got that nervous—just exit-
ed—so I was usually able to have my best performances at the big events.

DIY: Walk us through the 2010 Games in Vancouver. 

JS: I felt like I had been skiing at a really high level all winter long. 
When you get to the big events, you don’t want to have to come 
up with a miracle in order to medal… I didn’t really have to do 
anything different, so just having a good day was good enough. 

DIY: How did you celebrate?

JS: After the closing ceremonies my buddy and I went back to the 
room and drank a few beers. Then I fell asleep. When the season 
was over, we did a very cool support-the-troops tour through 
parts of Iraq. I got to fly fish off the deck of Saddam Hussein’s pal-
ace [al-Faw Palace, headquarters for coalition forces since 2004] 
in one of the ponds for carp. There’s gin-clear water and big old 
fish swimming around—of course, I had to catch a few.

DIY: Tell us about your transition from full-time  
competition to fly-fishing business owner?

JS: I’ve been fly fishing since the age of 5, and seriously fishing since 12. I’ve guided for 
a number of years and just genuinely enjoy the sport from top to bottom. Whether 
fishing for brookies in a creek, or for big tarpon in the salt—I like all of it. I also always 
wanted to be my own boss. So when the opportunity came up to purchase Steam-
boat Flyfisher, I jumped all over it.

I was also fortunate enough throughout my skiing career to meet plenty of success-
ful businesspeople; many of them CEOs of major corporations. As I transitioned into 
what I do now, I was always picking their brains, sending them financials, and getting 
input on what I was doing—to make sure I wasn’t doing anything stupid. But I never 
had any formal training.

H
AILING FROM THE COLORADO ROCKIES, Johnny Spillane has 
climbed podiums at the World Championship level and participat-
ed in several Winter Olympics as a Nordic combined skier, most 
recently pocketing three silver medals at the XXI  Games in Van-
couver, British Columbia. He’s also no slouch when it comes to fly 

fishing. “Fishing, hunting, and the outdoors have always been a big part of my 
life,” he says, “and I’d like to think I’m almost as good a fisherman as I am a skier.” 
Spillane recently retired from competition and purchased a fly shop in his home-
town of Steamboat Springs, on his homewaters, the Yampa River. 

Here, learn more about Spillane’s time on the slopes and in the river, and find out 
how he scored a free pass to fish Saddam Hussein’s private carp ponds.

http://www.steamboatflyfisher.com/
http://www.steamboatflyfisher.com/
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DIY: Are you as competitive on the water as you were on the slopes?

JS: I don’t know… I get competitive with my brother (Sam Spillane) when I 
go fishing. But with anyone else, I don’t really care. It’s all about having fun.

DIY: What was it like growing up in Steamboat?

JS: I was lucky. Any kid that gets to live in a town like this has so many op-
portunities to do anything outside. Whether it’s fishing or skiing, or hiking, 

biking, hunting or camping, you can do it all. And you can do it all close to 
downtown. I feel very fortunate to have been raised here.

DIY: Tell us about your Steamboat fishing programs.

JS: We do a lot on the Yampa River, which flows right through town, as well 
as on the Elk (a Yampa tributary). Personally, though, I like exploring the 
high-elevation lakes and creeks.

DIY: You recently purchased Trout Creek Flies in Dutch John, 
Utah. How did the acquisition come about?

JS: My dad loved fishing the Green River ever since we were young kids. So 
I knew the river well, and when we found out Trout Creek was for sale we 
began exploring the possibility of bringing it into the fold. It’s been a process 
turning it around—but we have it moving in the right direction with a good 
fly shop and great guides on staff. And we just finished building several 5-star 
cabins. People have a nice place to stay now and, since the river itself is so 
incredible, the fishing component has been a relatively easy selling point.

DIY: Looking ahead, what’s in store for you this summer?

JS: More fishing. It’s go-time at both stores and we stay pretty busy through 
November 1. My family and I will also take a breather at some point. We do 
an annual Yellowstone camping trip—some goofing off and having fun. 
It’s always an adventure! 

http://DIYFishing.com
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/join
http://www.troutcreekflies.com/
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“ This handy reference can  
reliably guide you through a 
lifetime of adventures among 
the most intricate and alluring 
flats on the planet”
~ Field & Stream

Get an author signed copy Get an unsigned copy

Get an author signed copy Get an unsigned copy

https://www.amazon.com/Fly-Fishing-Yucatan-Rod-Hamilton/dp/1493027174
https://www.amazon.com/Do-Yourself-Bonefishing-Rod-Hamilton/dp/1586671278/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=EEP02BRQG39PP55BDV7B
http://diybonefishing.com/diybooks/
http://diybonefishing.com/diybooks/


The DIYFishing App is the only site in the world where you can talk directly with a local Area 
Specialist, see precise fishing locations and view the closest Vacation Rentals. No more jumping 
from fishing sites to Vacation Rental sites, it’s all in one place. Book the perfect accommodation 
with confidence. 

Thousands of locations  •  Directions to Hot Spots  •  Expert Local Advice  •  Fishing Tips
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TO HAVE AN EMERGENCY

THE BEST FISHING SPOTS
ARE THE 

WORST PLACES 

Fishing can go from excitement to emergency in an instant. That’s why anglers all over the world rely on Global Rescue. 
We are the world’s leading provider of real-time medical advisory, fi eld rescue, security and evacuation services. If you 
are hurt or sick while on a fi shing trip, a medical evacuation could cost you hundreds of thousands of dollars. With a 
Global Rescue membership, you’re already protected. Members also have access to Signature Travel InsuranceSM, an 
industry-leading insurance product created exclusively for Global Rescue by IMG® that insures the value of your trip 
in case of cancellation or interruption, plus a host of other benefi ts. DIY Fishing has put its trust in us, and you should too.

To enroll today call 1.617.459.4200 or visit globalrescue.com/DIYfi shing

Signature Travel Insurance available only to residents of the United States. International Medical Group® (IMG®) is a leader in global benefi ts and travel insurance services. 

http://www.globalrescue.com/DIYfishing
https://diyfishing.com/content/get-app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diy-fishing/id1169256297?mt=8

